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John & Jenny Murray resigned as magazine editors
as they telt they just didn’t have the necessary
skills to do it justice, but they’ve volunteered
to take on the equally essential job of Publicity
Officer, as Frank Wadl had to give this up due toO
othﬁr commitments. How we make ourselves visible
to "lost”™ Einey ownhers urgently needs YOUR i1deas.

Ted Cawkwell has suggested that as there 1s Now
only a very small number of active Einey members
left —— most members are passive, not active —- he
might act as co-ordinator of the small nucleus of
active members, and edit a newsletter for them.

He was actually thinking out how to keep Einstein
support alive without me, as my many other growing
non-Einstein commitments seem to escalate gquite
inexorably, but in fact his suggestion 1s a very
logical & very useful move in enabling our lonely
hardware boffins to share ideas with each other &
+o become even more productive, and in drawing our
software people in to our development work, thus
ensuring that Einey has a future, not just a past.

Hence this newsletter, with Ted as future editor,
as well as team leader & co-ordinator. You’ll get
your copy by direct mail 1T you are on our active
list, otherwise as a supplement to the magazine.

Our “Give The Einstein A Future As Well As A Past’
active team members are listed below. If you are
not listed there but ought to be (or vice versa!),
or if you want to timeshare other members of the
team, contact Ted at 9 KING ST, WINTERTON, LINGCS,
DN15 9RN, or (considerately) on 01724 733640. Our
initial active list consists of Ted Cawkwell,
Duncan Elvin, Steve Potts, Dave Salvage, sStan
Gibbs, Charlie Wallis, Andy Fay, John Marriott,
Henry Perrin, Maurice Hawes, Les Foskett, Clem
Cole, David Williams, Sid Dunn, John Murray, and
The Big Bad Tony. Have we missed anyone out?
STUARRT MARSHALL
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Development work on the Einatein 15
well in hand, and some of it has a7,

E&ﬂ/ ke
reported in the magazine by *th_ “Nno hzye
been. actively and assiduously pUrsuing i+
So far we've zdmmmxzLy published articies o
adding switches 1o .select sides on 2,57 ., .

5 . 25” disks under the criginal Dosg {whi;;
can’t side-select under software controil; |
adding 3.5" and 5.25" diiWés, using seriz;’
terminals as 80-column d7SD‘Pj units if yoy
don’t have an 8C-cciumn czard, and a Jo: isra
Duncan Eivin has ported CP/M PLUS ic fhe Tiﬁi
in a form that is compatiblie ‘with tre Zinstsin
Dos, unlike the earlier Versions o7 Einstein
CP/M, which used ar incompatibie Tile forma:
This new Einstein version comes with utiiitiss
to read/write MsDos and Amstrad SC¥% Sisks. Ws
also hope io be abie to inciude Maliard BASIC
as used on the Amstrad PCW (& the Spectrum?)

For copyright reasons we can provide the prog
but no user manual for Mallard BASIC, but it’
available through Amstrad/Spectirum scurces. We
do hope to make CP/M documentation availabls

but we’ve not yet got copyright clearance from
Ca]dera,rwho-current1v own the richts to'CR%L

Have any- of you "now beta test1ng uP’M rhﬂ:*ﬁd;=
any of my problems installinag dit. using the .
CONFIGuration utility that Duncan provided?

Mine doesn’t seem to do anvth1nq at all, -but
I’'m not at all sure what it 1S buppased to: qe

doing, as you get into CP/M PLUS by booting-
XtalDos, then loading CP/M + on top of it.

g’

%% CAN YOU CLUE US UP ON THIS DUNCAN? *¥%

Should CONFIG alter XtalDc: (or something in
the CP/M overlay) on the disk, or does it ﬁf:‘
alter the settings in -the RAM? Why is .1t not

!

‘doing~ whatever it should do in my case’




™ v B i _' ¥

NEWSLETTER No.1,
¥ K K K KK Ok Sk Wk sk ok ok
WW ﬁmﬂ

1 has also  WWWW VI

e "o

entirely new way VPRV

of hooking up a WWABVRAWVTWIED

nard disk to an  WWW YWWIT

Einstein, and WWREVIRRVWWW

this will Dbe WWRAVEWWWW

cully reported — WWEWWWWWW
in an early

Clem Cole reporis that he
has hooked up a Wyse wWH—-30
monitor (badged as Apricot
T30) to Einey through the
serial port, and 1t gives
an 80-column display just
1ike Duncan says. Logically
there’s no reason why you’d
need a Kkeyboard to display
anything, but it hadn’t
occurred to me that a

serial terminal is simply a
monitor with a keyboard.

Can we have more
experimentation and
teedback on this please? If
@ plain old monitor works
1US§ Tine, what sorts of.
Monitor will work, how do
iou,teﬂ what will work or
uzg t, and can the average
Cﬁnr fﬁthom out just how to
Néct it up to Einey?

Y )
pou Can connect up 3.5" and

;.diideUb]e density disks
es tD : o m |
numb&rs)’ Einey (see batk

even internally-.

W -
LN minor surgery. But. °;
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they are obsolote and will boecome Just ao rare azy
8" disks/drives. Wa uirgently need 1o sort out 1l
the angles on upgrading Finay to use high dengity
3.57 disks/drives, which ara rapidly becoming +he
type univaersally available new & as system pulles,

We know how to fit them physically, and that all
the readily available HD drives should he capabl e
of being swilched between double and high density
modes. On the PC the operating system software
would signal the floppy disk controller, which
then sets the control line high (or Tow), to
select the correct mode for the drive to work +in.

Some HD drives have optical sensor, some physical,
Some none, to stop double density disks being used
1N high density mode. A1l the double density disks
I’ve tested appear to format & to work OK as high
density ones, but HD usually won’t format /write zas
double density disks. But some do! Are some "“HD
disks” actually loaded with double density media?

In theory it’s simple. You’ll get an incompatible
disk format, but you should be able to add a smal]
switch to the mode-select Tine between the fdc and
the drive, and select double or high density mode
under hardware control, to suit the disk you’re
using. But in high density mode the drive wil]
expect to receive (and will output) a much faster
data rate. Steve Potts says the FDC675 chip can’t
handle this. Is this chip in the 256 too? Is it a
major problem? Is a fdc upgrade a feasible cure?

News just came in from Steve Potts on the FREDDY
DRIVES, which we’d hoped would avoid our having to
re—invent the wheel. Designed as a standard pi g
ih—&-play 3.5" upgrade for Amstrad CPC/Spectrum 3"
drives, they seem to be standard double density
drives. At £73 each they are not cost-effective

compared with the diy alternative we printed in EM

Software peopYQ.—- We need you in the team too!



