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Monthly Note.

Well, well time is flying again as yet again I find
myself in front of my Einstein. As you may have noticed,
I tried to do last months newsletter on my Amiga, but I
decided that the Einstein 1is still better with my
favourite version of Tasword.

What’'s Happening 2?2

Well, actually I lied a little 1last month, I said
there were NO computer shows. There were a few in
Europe; unfortunatly I missed them! However there was 1
in this country. It was held on Saturday 10th Febuary,
and was called the All Format Computer Show, and was
basically a rip off of the Alternative Micro Show (David
Thompson reviews it and The 16 bit fair later in the
magazine),

The Magazine,

Just to stop all the confusion, I am going to give
you all the relevent facts now.

Joining and Rejoining the group.

This will now cost £7 per year and I will send you b
News letters (Varing between 3 - 7 pages) and 6
magazines (Varing between 25 - 40 pages). For all those
who didn’t know, I WILL send out reminders when you are
due.

News.

I"'m just putting the finishing touches to the NEW
Public Domain Catalogue, please DO NOT order any Public
Domain from the old catalogue, as you will find that
your disc(s) will be returned. Please note, if you have
written any programs of good quality in any langauge,
I’m willing to exchange them for one order of Public
Domain Software! If you have written some VERY GOOD
software (In any language), and you think that it is
good enough to sell, then get in touch with me and I can
give you details on marketing ideas.

Naughty, Naughty.

As with all groups, numbers get passed around of
useful people, especially if they have done a good turn
for you, however some people that were on the original
"HELP - LINE™ have sold their Einsteins.

(Continued Next Page)



Monthly Note

Kevin Mortimer - Hampson sold his Einstein a couple
of months ago, however the name still floated around,
and it ended up on my list, so he is none to happy with
me (He says that he has had more work than he had when
he owned an Einstein.), so I have decided to stop my
“List”. I'm going to start a new one, however this time
I"’m going to make sure that only people that want to be
on my list, are on my list.

Additional Information.

ASs you may have seen, you have a small Questionnaire
with this magazine. I would be very gratefull if you
could fill it it and return it, as I would like to know
what you are planning to do with your Einstein.

Public Domain

As I have already mentioned, the new catalogue is
nearly here, hopefully I can put it in this magazine,
although 1I'm aproaching the printing deadline very
quickly, so I will see what I can do. The general idea
with the new catalogue, is to make your life easier, as
well as introducing some new ideas. First of all I will
be giving reviews on programs, I will also make up some
manuals to make life easier. As you might see in this
magazine I will also be reviewing ALL the Public Domain
which is in the new catalogue. A hard task!

Thanks for listening; and I hope you enjoy this
months magazine.

Roy Prime.



The New Public Domain Catalogue

The Public Domain Catalogue has aways been shunned by
any respectable computer user, because it is so
disorganised and some of the programs are so bad,; they
are not worth the disc space.

The Beds Computer Group has changed this,; I have
spent considerable lengths of time throwing the junk
out, and keeping the good stuff, as well as adding some
new. The Public Domain Catalogue is now organised into
the following catagories: -

The G Catagory 1is for games and music related
programs.
The »U*» Catagory is for utilities.

The C» Catagory is for Computer Aided Design.

The W" Catagory is for Wordprocessors.

The L™ Catagory is for Languages.

The I” Catagory is for Information and Help files.
The »M» Catagory is for manuals. (Printed)

The Public Domain Catalogue is now arranged in that
order, i.e. if you were locking for the MBASIC language,
you would look under the "L catagory and follow the
page down until you found the order code. The order code
for MBASIC is PD LO0Ol, so if you wanted to order this
disc, all you would have to is ask for PD L0O0Ol1, the same
goes for all the other catagories, if you wanted some
games writted in MBASIC, all you would have to do is
look up the games section, and follow the page down
until you found the order code for that, which in this
case is GO0O3. Simple see!

This is very easy when you are at a Computer Show to
find what you want quickly, and hand over your disc and
your money, however, when you are ordering from home you
have 2 options.

The first option is the most used. Simply send a disc
and some money. I require one disc for every 2 orders,
say you wanted PD LOO1 and G003, all I would require
would be one disc, however if you wanted more, I would
require more discs.

The second option is one of my »Brain waves™, all you
have to do is give me a ring and tell me what you want,

(Continued Next Page)



The New Public Domain Catalogue

and sending me some money, when I recieve the
cheque, I will send you the disc, cutting out all the
time and bother, and that way you WILL NOT have to worry
about losing any of your discs in the post!

I"m also doing a manual service. Basically this means
you can buy a good quality printed manual for each
catagory. There will be 6 manuals in total, and each one
will give reviews of the Public Domain in the catagory
and give a list of the programs.

The other service that will be simular to this will
be the Instruction service. I will print out all the
.DOC files in a manual form; this should make it easier
for you to use the software, without scanning .DOC files
for instructions.

Prices: -

Public Domain now costs £1.00 per order number.

Public Domain on a disc costs £4.50 (2 order numbers
and postage and packing).

Manuals will cost 25p. Each one will cover a
catagory, each of these will be put in Albert’s Bi -
Monthly Review.

Instruction sets cost 50p each and will cover a set
of programs or one particular program on one of my
Public Domain discs.

Please Note: The price for the manuals, instruction
sets and Public Domain on a disc INCLUDE postage and
packing. If you order normal Public Domain, please
inclose 1 * 20p stamp per disc.

Please make all cheques for Public Domain and Public
Domain on a disc payable to Mrs C. Prime, if ordering
manuals or instruction sets, make your cheques payable
to Mr. R. Prime.



Public Domain Catalogue

Games / Music Section.

Order No.:

Description :Cols

1Size

PD

PD

PD

PD

PD

PD

PD

PD

GOO1

Goo2

G003

G004

G005

G006

GOO7

G008

:Games Written in Compiled Basic.

These programs require System 5’s
XR.COM program to run. : 40

:Want a senseless chat with your

Einstein? This is the program to

do it! Based on the original

Eliza program from the *70's.

Also includes a program to

convert your ASCII or WP file

into a locad a waffle! 140/80:

:Games written in Microsoft Basic

(MBASIC), from the very primitive
to nice graphical games, requires
a fairly new version of MBASIC to
run. (Will not run them all with
the PD Version.) : 80

:Into wargames? Then this is the

disc for you! This is the

wargames disc. Also included is

a chess program. If you are good

at remembering moves, you can

win the game! (No Graphics!) :40/80:

: The famous BBC BASIC music and

slides program, is there anyone
that hasn’t yet seen them?
Requires BBC BASIC (Z80) to run.:40

:Lots of Basic Games (XBAS). Demos

sAdventures and some utilities, a
see for yourself disc! 1 40

: The Colussus Cave adventure.

Known better as the original
adventure. Programmed by Level 9
(Part 1) :40/80:

The Colussus Cave adenture,

both parts are needed to run the
adventure. (Part 2) 140/80:

(Continued next Page)

1164k

186k

1122k

92 k

1140k

1148k

154k

40 k



The Public Domain Catalogue

Games / Music section.

Order No.:

Description :Cols

1Size

PD G009

PD GO10

PD GO11

18 Games written in XBAS, the

finest (and newest) edition to
the Public Domain Catalogue. 140

:Find Crosswords difficult, solve

them with this puzzle solver.
3-8 Letter word solver.
Written in XBAS. 140

:Same as PD GO10, except is for

9-19 letter words. These can be
used seperatly, ideal for people
that can’t spell! 140

176 k

1176k

1158k



The Public Domain Catalogue
Utility Section.

Order No.:Description :Cols :Size
PD U001 :Personal Database System written

in XBAS. Includes a full 22k .DOC

file manual. 180 176 k
PD U002 :Disc catalogue utility. Will let

you catalogue all your discs, and
keep a record of all your
software titles. :40/80:36 k

PD U003 :Bradford Fonts. Will allow you to
make very good prints from
WORDSTAR, WP40, WP80 or VDO 25
on very cheap printers. :40/80:62 k

PD UO0O4 :dTune. Will allow you to convert
.TXT files from dBase II to ready
to run .COM files. Includes a 10k
document file. : 80 192 k

PD U005 :Information management system.
An easy to use Database.
Requires MBASIC to run. : 80 1188k

PD U006 :General Disc Utilities, ranging
from a disc verifier to a
Directory file sorter. :140/80: 154k

PD UOO7 :Assemblers! Make .COM files out
of .HEX files. Help files are
included on the disc. : 80 1128k

PD U008 :Lots more disc utilities,
including Xtrax and Eindisk
(Disc Modifiers), and ZDIS a Z80

dissassembler. :140/80:72 k
PD UOOS :RBBS (Modem Communications

program). With help files and

installation programs. : 80 1146k

PD U010 :EINSTRAD and AMSREAD. Will allow
you to copy files from Amstrad
CPC's, C464’s and C128’s.
WARNING although it will copy
games, unless you have Amstrad
BASIC, you cannot run them! :40/80:128k



The Public Domain Catalogue

Computer Aided Design section.

Order No.:Description 1Cols :Size

PD C001

PD COO2

PD C0O03

: The “GRAF» program. Is Basically

a plotter program, however you

can get stunning results. Works

on all EPSON compatible printers.

Comes complete with a 20k help

file and a printer demc to

help you. :40/80:188k

:Eplox Programs; and no I don’'t

know why it is called Eplox!

Should be run on a double

head 3 or 5.25” or 3.5»

drive as this program needs a lot

of files (It covers 2 discs).

Not a good idea to buy this

unless you like swopping discs!

(Part 1). :40/80:180k

tEplox Program files, yes more

files for the Eplox program,

still a nice package, this

disc has some of the files that

you will need to run Eplox.

(Part 2). 140/80:134k



Public Domain Catalogue

Wordprocessing Section

Order No.:

Description :Cols

1Size

PD WOO1

PD WO02

VDO 25. An advanced text editor.

I would say it is one of the

best Wordprocessing Packages I

have ever seen! It’s better than
Kuma’s Wordpro and as good as
Wordstar. Why was it put on

the Pd 1ist?? Includes a 24k

.DOC Manual. : 80

:Wordpro Program written is Pascal

I do not own Pascal, but have

been informed by a fellow user

that does, that is is fast, but

not very user friendly! : 80

:110k

196 k
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Public Domain Catalogue

Language Section.

Order No.:Description :Cols :Size
PD LOO1 : The MBASIC disc. Includes Version

5.2 of Microsoft Basic. (1981

Version). Will run some of the

PD MBASIC programs, such as the

typing tutor. : 80 1120k
PD LOO2 A Cobol compiler with Demos. : 80 1150k
PD L0OO3 :C” Libraries. Disc alsoc contains

Extended SUBMIT support for small

C* Compiler. : 80 1170k
PD LOO4 tMaths and Financial programs

written in MBASIC. Will work with
the PD version of MBASIC. : 80

1112k



The Public Domain Catalogue

Information Section

Order No.:Description :1Cols :Size
PD I001 :Lots of Info! A disc full of help
for DOS & C/PM utilities. :40/80:166k
PD 1002 :Help files for MBASIC, SUPERCALC
and WORDSTAR. :40/80: 88k
PD I003 :Help files for C/PM, Pascal, C,

MBASIC and a help file for a
help program! :40/80:182k
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Double Trouble By David Thompson

By popualar demand (well at least by the chairman
Royston) I'm back again to give another boring report,
not on one show but two shows you 1lucky people. The
first show is the 16 Bit show which was held at, you
guessed it the Royal Horticultural Halls at Victoria.
Yes that is correct, Halls, in fact two halls, on the 12
- 14 Jan.

We of course went on the last day (Sunday) 14th Jan at a
cost of £2.00 per head with pre-paid tickets giving a
507 reduction.

After having our tickets marked with a coloured pen at
the entrance to prevent us using them on any other day
i.e. 12th or 13th (yes the mind boggles considering that
was yesterday and the day before, you work it out).

Once inside the first hall and quick walk around, we
discovered the organizers were correct it was a 16 Bit
show, well you never know. The hall was only 75% full of
exhibiters selling mostly software at reasonable prices.

On entering the second hall after having our tickets
scrutinised to make sure that they were not yesterdays
or the day before tickets, you got the feeling that the
organizers tried to see how many stands they could
squeeze in. The goods were pretty much the same as the
1st hall selling mostly software.

P.C. prices ranged from £4.00 upwards on 3.5 or 5.25
Amiga & S.T. software the prices were a little cheaper.
At the end of the day there were a lot of good bargains
with Amiga & S.T. as little as £1.00, Books and manuals
were only a £1.00 for as many as you can get in a
provided plastic carrier, I’ve been to so0o many shows
that this one appears to have nothing of special
interest except value for money.

Now for the second show. This was the ALL FORMAT SHOW
again at Victoria, this time a one day event on the
10/2/90 Cost of entrance was £3.00 with as far as I know
» no reductions, that includes no discount for children.
On going into the hall i met a friend by pre-arrangment
who informed me he had spent nearly 20 minutes already
at the show and seen everything twice, I said it can’t
be that bad (his reply wait and see). Well the hall was
not used to 507 of 1it's capacity but what was used
varied a lot from ZX81 software to Amiga 500 computers.

(Continued Next Page)
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Double Trouble by David Thompson

The show was not supported at all well by the public and
I would think the traders had a poor day when you
consider the cost of the tables was £100.00 per 6ft.

The SAM was at last on show after about 2 years of being
put together M.G.T. the maker of SAM had the largest
stand there with plenty of demos on it’s new? baby. The
basic SAM outfit would set you back £169.95 and is
without a drive. If you wanted a SAM with twin 3.5
drives and an extra 256k of memory this would cost you
£389.85. Well uncle Sam you’ll have to wait a bit longer
before I buy you.

I was a bit surprised that M.G.T. did not have on show
their famous disciple interface or their plus D.
interface. For people who do not know, the disciple is
the best disk drive interface ever made for the spectrum
giving 780k on a 5.25 drive. The disciple is capable of
taking snapshots of whats in it’s memory and dumping it
to a printer or disk,; in short that means about 15
spectrum games per disk with very fast access. The plus
D. is similar but without so many advantages. I did
notice that the price of microdrive cartridges had gone
up from under £2.00 each new to £4.00 each with second
hand ones selling for £3.00 each Software was available
for M.S.X. VIC20 ATARI 8BIT SPECTRUM COM64 ORIC APPLE
B.B.C. CPC. and DRAGON,; and probably more which I did
not see.

There were lots of 1little nick-nacks that did bring
memories of the shows in the mid 80's. Well after about
two and half hours we had to leave,; we must have gone
around about 10 to 15 times the show was scheduled to
close at 6.0/c but a lot of traders hadstarted to pack
up at 4.0/c. Maybe if the show had been advertised
better it would have enjoyed the success other shows
have.

The mext show as far as I know is the EINSTEIN SHOW. At
the Motor Cycle museum BIRMINGHAM. This is on 28th of
April (SAT) see you at the show, bye for now.
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TOP 10

The list of +top 10 programs this month are as

follows: -

Position: Name of Program :Rating
1. .1 . Suspended 20X
2. .2 . Zork 111 A K K
3. .3 Theatre Europe 3T T
4. .4 Starcross EEEE T
5. .N . Hyperball E 2T
6. .N . Starbase ES LT E"
7. .N . Jump Mania £EL£LE
8. .N . Sprog ££
9. .9 . Soho *

10. .10. Oh Mummy! * %

Top 10 Business software

1. .1 . Tasword 0K X
2. .2 Tatung Invoicing % %
3. 3 Popup K K
4. .4 Genesis Word Processor 2 X
5. .5 . Mouse Art %

6. .6 The Cracker * % X
7. .7 Super Writer EE 3
8. .8 Tubes Version 4 + Side B software. XXX
g9, .9 Mouse Tools T

10. .10. Tubes Version 4 20N



Who needs to smoke?

Many of you might have seen Q.E.D in January, when
they were talking on the subject of computer addiction,
I originally watched this because I thought it might be
of some vague interest, however as [ was watching I
began to realise with horror that it was describing me
and quite a few of my friends and a couple of my work
collegues, and when I was around my friends house, we
calculated that between us we spend about 60 hours a
week on a computer, I have an excuse of course! Writing
articles was mine, however my friend was a true computer
gamer !

The problem I think will only get worse. In the early
80’s computers weren’t such a problem, there were the ZX
81’s and Commodore Vic 20’'s, however I wouldn’'t think of
spending 30 hours a week playing games on them! The
problem now is computers have got TOO good. When you had
a ZX81, you could program, that was all I used to do
with my Z2X81, however now computers like the Atari St
and the Commodore Amiga have come about the graphics are
so good and with stereo sound, this makes the computer
better than the TV, and it is so easy just to chuck a
disc in the drive and turn on, I didn’t even +think of
programming the Amiga until recently, so how long do you
or your family use on a computer? I think you will find
that the people sensible enough to use Einsteins will
use them to do more serious work, and not quite so often
as those with a Commodore Amiga or an Atari St, and
these people will use thier computer more for games.

Conclusion.

A computer can be a great help with education, this
has been proved. However so many computers are devoted
now to games,; and games only, which means you end up
wasting time and money. I added up the total amount of
money my Commodore Amiga would cost if I was to go out
and buy everything again.

Commodore Amiga 500 + Tenstar Pack :£ 399.99
Commodore AS500 Meg Expansion (Memory) £ 104.99
Senator 3.5 External 1 Megabyte drive :£ 75.00
41 games 3@ £18.95 ea Approx £ 776.95
Scribble Wordprocessor 1£  49.95

Total 1£1406.88

An average smoker smoking about 2 packs a week would
spend about £2500 every year, so you can see that my
Amiga was not much cheaper than the average smoker!
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Bargain Basement

Key *Shand* = Second hand software / Hardware. (Tried
and tested o.k)
*xNEWxx = New pieces of software / Hardware.

Einstein Hardware and Software

Description tNormal Price:0Offer Price.
Zork I1I 1£27.95 t£10.00 »xNEWxx
Zork III 1£27.95 t£10.00 *xNEWxx
Starcross 1 £27.95 1£15.00 *xxNEWxx
Suspended 1£27.95 1£15.00 =xNEWxx
Starbase :£10.00 £ 9.50 *xxNEWxx
Sprog t£10.00 £ 9.50 %xNEW=x
Hyperball :1£10.00 £ 9.50 *xNEWxx
Jump Mania :£10.00 t£ 9,00 *xNEW*x
Tubes Mouse software. :£11.99 £ 8.99 %xNEWxx
+ Side B utils.

Tubes Ver 4 update £ 2.00 £ 2.00 *%NEWxx
Public Domain t£ 2.00 (No.)J):£ 1.00 *%NEW=x
Public Domain on a disc.:Unknown £ 4.50 *xNEWxx

Hardware, Media and Books.

Description :Normal Price:0ffer Price.
3" Disc head cleaner £ 4.50 1£ 3.50 *xNEWxx
DOS, Basic Reference and
Introduction Manuals. 1£24.95 £ 6.00 ®xNEWxx*

Please Note. All prices include postage and packing
and a three month money back guarantee. (This does not
cover the NORMAL Public Domain service, only the Public
Domain on a disc service).

For software, hardware and Media etc, make all
cheques payable to R.Prime.

For Public Domain or Public Domain on a disc, make
all cheques payable to Mrs. C. Prime.



The Computer Auction

For Sale!

1 Keyboard. Is a very good quality. Has a 1long »D»
plug connector to connect to either a micro computer or
a dumb terminal. No offers refused (Above £1!). Phone
0525 210868 after 6.30 pm.

ZX81 Computer with all manuals, leads etc including a
Sinclair 16k Rampack + 11 games and a 2ZX Magic book,
bring back the good old days! Offers Wanted. Phone 0525
210868 after 6.30 pm.

Commodore Amiga 500 with a 3.5 external 1 megabyte
drive, Megabyte ram expansion, 41 games, a
wordprocessor. All boxed, all as new, originally worth
about £1406.88 new, will take £1000, or will part
exchange with money and computer hardware. Phone 0525
210868 after 6.30 pm.

Texas Instruments TI 99/4a Computer. Is one of the
first 16 bit computers. Package includes 5 manuals 13
games on tape and 4 cartridges and a speech device, all
for only £35. Call 0525 210868 after 6.30pm

4 colour printer plotter with centronics interface,
offers wanted. Call 0525 210868 after 6.30pm

Prism 1000 modem offers wanted. Call 08525 210868
after 6.30 pm.



= 18 =

Credits

I would like to thank for this publication, David
Thompson for yet another wonderful show review, and
Micro Illusions for another of their great pictures.

Please Note. All articles in this magazine are
copyright (c) 1990 Beds Computer Group If any other
groups would like to use an article, all you have to do
is ask!

Cover Picture by Louis Markoya. Reproduced by the
kind permission of Micro Illusions and Photon Paint 2.0
(c) 1989 Micro Illusions.

Help - Line

If you have any queries on the magazine, or software
or the Einstein in general, here is a 1list of people
that you can now contact.

Adventure Games, Pascal, Musical Applications.
Josef Karthauser, 17 Manor Close, Abbots Ann, Andover
Hants, SP1 7BJ.

General Computer knowledge.
Roy Prime (See Backpage).

If you think you could help, give me a call and I
will add your name to my help list.



Backpage Info
Alberts Bi - Monthly Review

Back issues are available from June 1988 (Issue
01/01) till June 1989 (Issue 02/01). These cost 50p each
or 77p including Postage and packing.

Please note. The source code is now available from
the PD library.

Correspondence regarding the group except Public
Domain software should be sent to:-

Mr. R. Prime
The Beds Computer Group;
17 Bury Rise,
Tilsworth,
Leighton Buzzard
Beds. LU7 SPR

All cheques for software, manuals, books etc from the
bargain software page and auction page (Unless stated
otherwise) should be made payable to R.Prime.

Correspondence regarding Public Domain software to: -

Mrs. C. Prime (Same address)

Please note. You can now send off for Public Domain
software on the following format of discs.

3.85> Double Sided 80 track.
3 " Single Sided 40 track

Make all cheques for Public Domain software payable
to Mrs. C. Prime.

Pd. Prices. £1.00 per order no.

How to submit Articles.

You may submit articles on 3 disc using the
following Wordprocessor formats: -

Wordstar
Tasword.

If you have any queries regarding any of the above
you may telephone 6pm and 9pm Monday to Friday and Spm
and 10pm weekends.

Roy Prime. 0525 210868.
Chris Prime. 0525 210868,
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